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Navy Green Transforming Former Brig into Housing

Thu rsday, 31 October 2013 10:49

City  and State officials joined with for-profit and nonprofit dev elopers and serv ice
prov iders to mark the first stage in transforming a former nav y  prison into affordable
and supportiv e housing y esterday .  Nav y  Green is the 1 03,000-sq.-foot site of a
former prison -- "The Brig" -- adjacent to the Brookly n Nav y  Yard.  The first phase of
this dev elopment includes two mixed-income multifamily  buildings and one
supportiv e housing dev elopment with a combined total of 31 4 units of mixed income
housing. The dev elopment of Nav y  Green represents a successful collaborativ e public-
priv ate effort, guided by  the local community ’s v ision for the site, to transform a
formerly  underutilized, industrial block into a thriv ing, mixed-income, mixed-use
dev elopment that helps meet the area’s need for affordable housing and which brings
critical serv ices to the community .

On hand for y esterday 's celebration were  New York State Homes and Community
Renewal (HCR) Commissioner/ CEO Darry l C. Towns, New York City  Department of
Housing Preserv ation and Dev elopment (HPD) Commissioner RuthAnne Visnauskas,
New York City  Housing Dev elopment Corporation (HDC) President Marc Jahr, Dunn
Dev elopment Corp., L+M Dev elopment Partners, Pratt Area Community  Council
(PACC), Housing Partnership Dev elopment Corporation and Brookly n Community
Housing and Serv ices, Inc. celebrated the completion of Nav y  Green’s first
dev elopment phase.

One of Nav y  Green’s multifamily  buildings is located at 7  Clermont Av enue, and is a
1 2-story  mixed-income rental building. The building includes 1 1 2 units, with 22
studios, 32 one-bedrooms, 47  two-bedrooms —one of which will be reserv ed for an
onsite superintendent—and 1 1  three-bedrooms, totaling approximately  1 1 0,640-
square-feet of residential floor area. The building also includes approximately  5,91 6-
square-feet of ground floor retail/community  facility  space. 

Twenty -one percent of the units are affordable to households with incomes at or below
40% of Area Median Income (AMI). 

The other multifamily  building located at 45 Clermont Av enue, and is an eight-story ,
low-income rental building. The building includes 1 01  units, with a mix of 33  studios,
36 one-bedrooms, and 32 two-bedrooms. Twenty  percent of the units will be affordable
to households with incomes at or below 40% of Area Median Income equiv alent to
$33,200 for a family  of four; and 80% of the units will be affordable to households
with incomes at or below 60% AMI, which is equiv alent to $49,800 for a family  of
four.  

The PACC Supportiv e Housing building, located at 40 Vanderbilt Av enue, is a 98 unit
building that prov ides housing and onsite serv ices, such as access to medical care,
recreation and v ocational training, to formerly  homeless single adults and low-income
single adults through a partnership with Brookly n Community  Housing and Serv ices,
Inc. as part of the City  and State's New York/New York III initiativ e.

The Nav y  Green common green is a central connection point for all buildings and
forms the heart of the dev elopment. This 32,000 square foot landscaped green is open
to residents and their guests from all of the Nav y  Green buildings and prov ides a
beautiful shared amenity  that includes activ e and passiv e recreation areas, an open

lawn, a children’s play  area, and plaza seating.

The final phases of dev elopment will add mixed income homeownership components to
the Nav y  Green project.  Construction is scheduled to start in December 201 3  on 8
Vanderbilt Av enue and the Nav y  Green Townhouses. 8 Vanderbilt Av enue will be a
twelv e-story  building consisting of 98 for-sale condominium units plus one
superintendent’s apartment, with 7 4 units at sales prices affordable to moderate and
middle-income households and 24 units sold at market rates.  The building will also
contain roughly  1 ,600 square feet of commercial/community  facility  space on
Flushing Av enue. The Nav y  Green Townhouses will consist of twenty -three market
rate single family  homes constructed mid-block on Clermont and Vanderbilt Av enues
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rate single family  homes constructed mid-block on Clermont and Vanderbilt Av enues
to complete the dev elopment.

The total dev elopment cost of the PACC Supportiv e Housing building is $21 .9 million. 
Funding sources include $1 2.2  of HPD HOME funds and $7 1 8,000 of City  Capital. The
Brookly n Borough President prov ided $200,000 in Reso A funds. The project receiv ed
$1 32,1 90 from NYSERDA’s Multifamily  Performance Program, and $8.6 million of
tax credit equity  prov ided by  Enterprise Community  Inv estment, a subsidiary  of
Enterprise Community  Partners Inc. (Enterprise).

The team of L+M Dev elopment Partners and Dunn Dev elopment Corp., operated as co-
dev elopers for the Nav y  Green project.  In addition, Pratt Area Community  Council
(PACC) dev eloped the 99-unit Supportiv e Housing building, as well serv ing as the
community  consultant on the ov erall Nav y  Green dev elopment.  The design team
includes master planner and architect FX Fowle Architects, Curtis + Ginsberg
Architects LLP as architect, Architecture in Formation as design architect of the
Supportiv e Housing building and Brookly n-based Todd Rader and Amy  Crews
Landscape Architecture LLC as the landscape architect.

HPD hosted an International Design Workshop in December 2003 to create a v ision for
the redev elopment of the site.  Community  residents, local business and community -
based organization leaders, elected officials, and staff from HPD and other City
agencies participated.  The three-day  workshop resulted in a set of planning
principles, a tentativ e dev elopment program, and a conceptual site plan.  Following
the workshop, HPD established a 1 4-member community  task force to help the City
refine the site plan, and its members approv ed the Request for Proposals (RFP). The
task force play ed a critical role in the selection of the dev elopment team.
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